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May 6, 2009
Mr. Keith Charters, Chairman

Michigan Natural Resources Commission
Mason Building, Sixth Floor

P.O. Box 30028
Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Chairman Charters and NRC Members:
On behalf of the Quality Deer Management Association (QDMA), we are writing to express our support for the Michigan Department of Natural Resource’s (DNR) effort to prevent the establishment of wild hogs as a sustainable species in Michigan.
Our association understands that hogs are not native to Michigan and should not be allowed to establish sustainable populations in the state.  Hogs that are running wild in Michigan today are escapees (or descendants) from captive breeding farms throughout the state.  These hogs will continue to do considerable damage to the natural habitat in Michigan.  This destruction of property harms habitat that would be available to Michigan’s existing game species and other native wildlife that depend on the habitat.  Further, we realize that wild hogs will cause economic harm to Michigan’s agricultural community if they are not contained.  We are aware that other states have wild hog populations that are out of control and growing at alarming rates, causing considerable damage to property and wildlife habitat.  Therefore, we believe it is essential that the DNR act swiftly to address this problem while it is still small in size.

We support all reasonable efforts to eradicate wild hogs in Michigan including year around hunting seasons and other techniques to encourage Michigan residents to aggressively harvest wild hogs.

In closing, we thank you for your consideration and commitment to Michigan’s natural resources.

Respectfully,

Leon E. Hank






Kip Adams, Director
Michigan State Chapter President



Education & Outreach, Northern Region 

cc: Rebecca Humphries, DNR Director


Michigan Branch Presidents
About QDMA

The QDMA is an international nonprofit wildlife conservation organization dedicated to ethical hunting, sound deer management and preservation of the deer-hunting heritage.  Currently, QDMA has more than 50,000 members, including over 3,000 of the nation’s leading natural resource professionals.  Michigan ranks second nationally in membership with nearly 4,000 members. Given its commitment to research, education and stewardship, QDMA is widely regarded as the most respected whitetail conservation organization in North America.

